AREAS OF CONFLICT

The VSNU represents the shared interests of the
fourteen research universities in the Netherlands in
the fields of research, education, knowledge transfer,
business operations, human resource management
and international policy.
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Due to the coming cuts on the high education in the Netherlands,
the School of Success explores and analyses the «agents»

that take part and the reactions of schools, students, institutions,
politics, economics and thinkers.
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Some of this conflict areas are extended in several pamphlets
giving different perspectives that can open a dialogue on the possible
consequences and future development of the high education.
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INCREASE OF
TUITION FEES

l The university bosses from the Dutch universities” association VSNU.
An end to student grants, student loans for all students and a higher
I tuition fee for almost half of the students; the Dutch universities have
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come up with these plans to face the government cuts in higher education.

—_ e = In addition, the universities suggest higher fees for students who take
r L more than the official number of years. According to the VSNU this is 44% l
Manifesto of all university students. The universities want to fix the extra fee, which
Against now varies between 5000 and 15.000 euros, for students themselves. I
w I bit.ly/LQOCmi I
Sijbolt Noorda & QD 1y
’Qé’ "’b . - |
F e :
President of the Association of \‘S\QQ’ @&\Q@q \‘-:\\\ z&\ :
Universities in the Netherlands é\\’b ,bQB \\&Q- \\.QQ' \QQ é-
8 Sl
: CUTSIN

DUTCH GOVERNME NTTILLITS

EDUCATION RUPTURE IN APRIL 23TH 2012

The former Dutch coalition government
announced cuts of up to 500 million a year
for higher education, penalties for students
and universities if they fail to complete their
degree after four years, and the abolition of
grants for masters students. University rectors
and the mayors of university cities warned that
the cuts would «push the Netherlands out of
the world’s top 10 knowledge economies.»

Emile Roemer

N/

Leader of the
Socialist Party

Alexander Rinnooy Kan

N/

Secretary General of the Dutch
Social and Economic Council

Mark Rutte

Maxime Verhagen
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of all undergraduate students decided against pursuing another
degree due to the recently introduced HE penalty. Data also
indicates that students study much less than expected, yet 40%
experience stress symptoms.

PENALTY

(BOTH STUDENT AND
SCHOOL)
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| A survey among Dutch university students indicates that 8%
[
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«Although the plans are not definite,
the effect of the message feels like a
stab in the back of the student»

The government has brought in the extra fee - 3,000€ - for students
who take more than a year too long to complete their first degree.
The extra fees, which come on top of the basic 1,700€ college
charge, kick in next academic year.
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Students argue the extra fees are a fine not a fee and will make it
difficult for some people to go to university. They also point out the [
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National Students Union I
I government has changed the rules for people already studying.
L
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after a far-right party withdrew its support for his government.
| The move may clear the way for early elections in the Netherlands,
possibly as soon as this summer.

Ferdinand Mertens

The resignation came after the far-right party withdrew from talks about
an austerity package worth 14.2 billion, the equivalent of $18.6 billion,

according to a news report reprinted on a parliamentary website. Senior education official

l
l
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| Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte resigned Monday 23th April 2012 |
l
I
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Candidate to lead the
Christian Democratic Appeal

POLI TICS

deVoll(sl(rant I

The Dutch newspaper de Volkskrant named
Alexander Rinnooy Kan the most influential man in

the Netherlands in 2007, 2008 and 2009.

Richard Keeble

Professor at Lincoln School
of Journalism

Diederik Samsom

TO REDUCE
EUROZONE
COUNTRIES
DEFICITTO 3%

The so-called ‘open education resources’
(OER) revolution. This has become an
unstoppable global phenomenon since the
Massachussetts Institute of Technology
started publishing educational resources

online as OpenCourseWare (OCW) in 2001.
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Digital
Learning
Revolution

O P ENESRERIARS

NEW EDUCATION

SYSTEMS

José Manuel Barroso

Open Course Ware Consortium Christine Lagarde

N/

Managing  Director
ofthe IMF

N/

Present President of the European
Commission

Central European Bank
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of disciplines, while giving them more time to decide on their N
specialization. Classes are smaller and mostly taught in English.
Unlike other Dutch universities, Liberal Arts colleges also impose

Mario Draghi

\8® Anka Mulder entrance requirements with aptitude tests, interviews and Presidentofthe CEB /L= 7% " 0 N N L.
N v motivation letters being part of the application process.
&
President of Herman Van Rompuy

Open Course Ware

N/

President of the
European Council

\ /

Adviser of the CEB
and Governor of the NBB

«Europe’s higher-education institutions are perhaps confronting their
biggest crisis ever. A sag in state funding and the mismatch between
research output and the need to drive innovation-led growth are
converging to create a ‘gathering storm’»

A German research institute calculated that
every year of education adds 6% to future
income. Portuguese education (8,76%) pays
particularly well, while the Netherlands

(3,65%) scores the lowest.

4
Joseph Stiglitz
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«Some in the higher-education community fear that their institutions
will increasingly become certification factories if information is available
freely for all and if the learning community can be found online. The

Nicolas Sarkozy

\/

Leader of the People’s Party for
Freedom and Democracy
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In the last 14 years, six universities set up comprehensive Liberal . . | [ S
% National Bank of Belgium RN
Liberal Arts colleges or individual tracks in the Netherlands. No other 0/,5 . _ o S @ .3:{0\
Arts European country has pushed so decisively in this direction. ‘\é‘ ‘% / \ I The newspaper published an article claiming | ¥ & &
Liberal Arts were first introduced to the Netherlands in 1997. @\s& R %, that th.e costs of foreign students amount to I 78®
Liberal Arts colleges let students choose courses from a variety b g&z Y 100 million euros a year. €

Angela Merkel 7
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Anti-immigration
t Dutch t
Dutch government resigns, unable to reach I (past Dutch government)
World Bank agreement on the adjustment plan.
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Robert Bruce Zoellick
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President of the WB till June 2012. 1 Qé;'\
Elected by G.Bush . 2 g I \Q\\\Q\' Cineo Dias I Piet Hein Donner
| | 7
v I Spain and Holland wring their public I Affairs minister

accounts to achieve the deficit targets. (past Dutch government)

President of the WB from July
2012. Elected by B.Obama
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concern is that students will study online for free, after which they will Institute for Employment Research ' President of France from Chancellor of Germany The Spanish Government
shop around for higher-education institutions that are willing to test C°’”L’;’fr’:;;°’,':f?C"o’n":,j’.’c\i"bd May 2007 to May 2012 <~ spent 23.465 million Euros
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Director for the European Re-
search Area

London-based research
boutique with a specialty in Spain

r———————————1

«We want full support of the European Parliament for this radical simplifi-
cation, because we have altogether made rules far too complex.

We have been obsessed by controls and obsessed by audits, but we have
not allowed researchers to do what they want to do: research»
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part-time higher education studies in order to save 300€ million per

research gets a substantial budget increase: D80 billion in total for the
year. National stakeholders are shocked and warn of «devastating» l

period 2014-2020, that is an increase of 46% compared to the current
programme period»

Glenn Rikowski

N/

Senior Lecturerin
Education Studies

consequences for Life Long Learning.

» I

The Dutch government coalition is looking for ways to reduce public
debt through austerity measures and reforms of its public services. It has
leaked that ministers consider privatizing part-time higher education

in order to save D300 million per year.
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«Recently the Dutch Ministry of Culture published a document containing
its policy for the period 2013-16. Amongst a whole range of intended
drastic cuts, it proposes that the State should stop financing post-
academic institutes like the Jan van Eyck Academie. There is no explicit
motivation for this plan, other than a reference to the supposed need to
reduce public expenditure. The State Secretary, Halbe Zijlstra, restricts
himself to stating that the cultural field should self-finance post-academic
formation and education, «as the legal professions and building industry
do.» However it is clear that the principles motivating the policy docu-
ment derive from a logic of austerity and will result in the application
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NRTO

Dutch Council of Training and Learning

Organisafio

The idea to privatize part-time higher
education was put forward by the Dutch
Council of Training and Learning (NRTO),
an interest group representing all private
education providers in the Netherlands. One
year ago, NRTO published a report stating
that «private institutions are in an excellent
position to provide tailored education to
part-time workers. By offering excellent
Bachelor and Master programs, we play an
important role in fostering Life Long Learning.»

As far as the Jan van Eyck Academie is concerned this policy would mean
a severe cut of its means as of 2013, resulting in its closure in 2016.
Instead of financing an experimental, non-university and research
oriented post-academic institute like the Jan van Eyck Academie, the
State Secretary wants to invest in fifty artists who have proved to be
«successful». Despite the fact that the Jan van Eyck Academie can easily
demonstrate its essential role in the successful careers of numerous

PRIVATIZATION
OF PART-TIME
STUDIES

artists, designers, and theoreticians, this contribution has never been
articulated in terms of «success.» The Academie is about combining
research in the fine arts, design, and theory, and thus about creating
invaluable interdisciplinary connections and radical innovations. Such
places of intellectual and artistic freedom are necessary, and the inability
of the Ministry to recognise this testifies to the obtuseness and shor
sightedness of its policy.»

Ellen Eggenhuizen

N/

Faculty of humanities at the
University of Amsterdam
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I «But according to a recent report by McKinsey on global debt,

[ Spain’s nonfinancial private sector debt is 134 percent of gross
domestic product, higher than any major economy in the world with

| the exception of Ireland, where the figures are skewed by the outsize

I

I

presence of foreign multinationals. Factoring in bank, household SHRINK STUDENT INCREMENT
and government obligations, the total figure rises to 363 percent of GRANTISIN §-----
G.D.P,, trailing only Japan at 512 percent and Britain at 507 percent.» HIGH EDUCATION ONTHE

CUTSIN
EDUCATION

Minister of Education, Culture and Sport
annunced a cut in education and health care

0f10.000 million Euros.

Felipe Gonzilez

N/

Former President of Spain

from 1982 to 1996

José Ignacio Wert

N/
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Wi t build the fut {E iust austerit 5\\9\\ Minister of Education,
«WVe cannot build the tuture of Lurope on just austerity measures, we & 2 Culture and Sports
need growth-enhancing measures. Thus the area of innovation and The Dutch Ministry of Education is considering plans to privatize N @hc NBIU ﬂﬂl’k @1meg .
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Cross Border
Higher Education

«lt seems to me that the economic crisis has created a neo-liberal policy
and management framework in higher education that has resulted

in moves to shift the financial burden for higher education from govern- |
ments to students and their families.

So increasingly we see governments attempting to turn direct funding
and public debt into indirect funding via student loans and private debt.

This transformation serves the macroeconomic objectives of governments
and legitimises talk about students getting ‘value for money’ and

a 'return on their investment’ in a ‘service provider-customer’ model

of higher education.

create alternative streams of income more aggressively, while imposing
severe cuts on their provision by cutting academic programmes that are

As a result, higher education institutions now have to pursue plans to |
not competitive.» |
. |

FOREIGN STUDENTS

L v International Monetary Fund . Halbe Zijlstra Sjoerd Roodenburg
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Foreign students in the Netherlands 2010-2011

34,000 Foreign students
24,000 German students

forecast to increase by 14% each year

90 million per year to ensure a college education to nearly 34,000
foreign students each year, most of whom left the country at the
end of his career.
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Foreign students in the Netherlands 2010-2011
[
240.000 Dutch
I 65.000 foreigners (other source says 10% only)
45.800 Europe
l 30.000 Germans
12.650 Asia
[ 21000 Africa
1.800 North America
l 2.000 Latin America
I 150 Australia /m Pacific
500 Russia
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Bettina Nelemans

STUDIELINK

Helps students to arrange their own
enrolment or re-enrolment at their
institution of higher education online.
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Jasper van Dijk

N/

Socialist Party
(the Netherlands)
L]
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Netherlands Organisation
for International Cooperation
in Higher Education.

ROOD
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According to a survey by ROOD, youth
organization of the Dutch Socialist
Party, international students who rent a
room through housing agency DUWO
in The Hague and Delft are being
exploited. More than 250 responses
indicate that the rent which DUWO
requires them to pay is sky high,
especially in comparison to the rent
paid by Dutch students.

BURDEN SHIFT

FROM GOVERNMENT
TO STUDENTS

Studielink

HINDER FOREIGN
STUDENTS
FINANTIATION

DUO

Education Service Department

Applications from UK students for places on courses starting in

September have more than doubled compared with the same time last

As university tuition fees in the UK rise to £9,000 this year, British

students are increasingly looking abroad to do their degree.

Are British students moving to The Netherlands merely to limit
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I year, thanks to Maastricht's high profile in the British media.
[

I

I the size of their debt?

L

Universities plan to abolish student grants suggesting
a student loan system for all students instead of just for
masters’ students.

N/

Managing director of
University College Utrech

«We recruit talents,
not foreigners.»

Maastricht
University

*

Organisation by the Dutch ministry of
Education, Culture and Science for foreigners
who plan to take up a study or start a career
in the Netherlands.
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Responsible for student loans

ABOLITION OF
STUDENT GRANTS



